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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF U.S. MERCHANT VESSEL BY CAMBODIAN 
FORCES 

REF: STATE 1 13030 

1. IN ACCORDANCE REFTEL, EMBOFF DISCUSSED MAYAGUEZ 
INCIDENT WITH ACTING DIRECTOR OF EUROPEAN AND AMERICAS 
DIVISION (KIVUMBI) AT FOREIGN MINISTRY. KIVUMBI EX- 
PRESSED APPRECIATION AT BEING INFORMED AND PROMISED 
PASS ON INFORMATION TO FONMIN. HE TOOK ESPECIAL NOTE 

OF FACT THAT MAYAGUEZ WAS MERCHANT VESSEL AND WAS 
SAILING IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS WHEN DETAINED BY 
CAMBODIAN MILITARY FORCES. 

2. TANZANIAN MEDIA HAVE GIVEN PROMINENT COVERAGE 
TO MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT. WITH TENDENTIOUS ARTICLE IN 
MAY 14 DAILY NEWS HEADLINED "U.S. ON ALERT OVER 
CAPTURE OF SPY SHIP," CITING TASS NEWS AGENCY TO EFFECT 
THAT "ACCORDING SOME REPORTS THE U.S. MERCHANT SHIP 
SEIZED BY THE CAMBODIANS WAS ENGAGED IN SPYING 
ACTIVITIES." 
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